
Sambas? Well, not  r eally…

Look f ast ly at  t he pict ur e on t he r ight
and you may t hink: hmmm nice per iod
shot  of  a Samba.

But  t hat ’s unt r ue!
I n f act , it ’s a 60s Renault  Est af et t e in
t he plushest  execut ion.
The Est af et t e (milit ar y cour r ier  in
English by t he way) has been pr oduced
in many var iant s as t he t ype 2 (panel
van, kombi, micr obus, deluxe micr obus,
pick-up).

You ar e now most  likely t o encount er  t he Kombi der ivat ive nowadays (somet imes
wit h high r oof ) on Fr ench r oads. I  can’t  r emember  having seen one of  t hose
“Micr ocar  de Luxe” as wer e called t he Samba equivalent . Below is a phot o of  one
of  t hese. I n f act , t her e wer e f ew embellishment s and no nice paint  as on t he
Sambas.

(The t wo phot os come f r om a Fr ench magazine called Gazoline)

For  t he r ecor d, her e is also a kind of  a Samba. This one is Ger man.



I t ’s t he Wiking. Some VW like embellishment s have been added but  it ’s not
r eally nice t o say t he least … I  have never  seen one “in f lesh” maybe because of
t hat !

The colour  phot o comes f r om Le Combi de mon pèr e (by Pat r ick LESUEUR,
E.T.A.I . ed) and t he ot her  one f r om Walt er  ZEI CHNER’s book: VOLKSWAGEN
TRANSPORTER /  BUS 1949-67 (Schif f er  Aut omot ives Ser ies)
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